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recollection of their Brahman ancestors by refusing to eat fowls or the remains of their  husbands' meals.     Nor will they take food from the hands of any other caste.     Sir H. Risley relates the following stones current about the caste in Bengal, where its status is very low: " According to Hindu ideas, distillers and sellers of strong drink rank among the most degraded castes, and a curious story in the Vaivarta Purana keeps alive the memory of their degradation.     It is said that when Sani, the Hindu  Saturn, failed to adapt an elephant's head to the mutilated trunk of Ganesh who had been accidentally slain  by  Siva, Viswakarma, the  celestial artificer, was sent for, and by careful dissection and manipulation he fitted the incongruous  parts together, and made a man called Kedara Sena from the slices cut off in fashioning his work.     This Kedara Sena was ordered to fetch a drink of water for Bhagavati, weary and athirst.     Finding on the river's bank  a shell  full  of water he presented it  to her, without noticing that a few grains of rice left in  it by a parrot  had   fermented  and   formed   an  intoxicating  liquid Bhagavati, as soon as she had drunk, became aware of the fact, and  in her anger condemned the offender to the vile and servile occupation of making spirituous liquors for mankind."      Like other castes in  Sambalpur the Sundis have two subcastes, the Jharua and the Utkal or Uriya, of whom the Jharuas probably immigrated from Orissa at an earlier period and adopted some of the customs of the indigenous tribes ; for this reason they are looked down on by the more orthodox Utkalis.    The caste say that they belong to the Nagas or snake gotra, because they consider themselves to be   descended  from   Basuki,  the  serpent  with  a   thousand heads who formed a canopy for Vishnu.    They also have bargas  or  family titles, but  these   at  present  exercise   no influence on marriage.     The Sundis have in fact outgrown the system of exogamy and regulate their marriages by a table  of  prohibited  degrees  in  the  ordinary  manner,  the unions of sapindas or persons who observe mourning together at  a  death  being  prohibited.      The  prohibition   does  not extend to cognatic relationship, but a man must not marry into the family of his paternal aunt.     The fact that the old bargas   or   exogamous    groups   are   still    in   existence    is